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New IAJ’s President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

During the meeting of the IAJ 
Central Council in Foz do Iguaçu 
(Brazil), on November 13th, 2014, the 
Uruguayan Judge Ms. Cristina 
Crespo was elected 29th President of 
the International Association of 
Judges. 

* * * 

Dear colleagues, 

It is a great pleasure for me to 
address you in this moment, in which 
IAJ’s Regional Groups are engaged 
in preparing and holding their 
springtime meetings. The regional 
level is the right place in which day 
to day problems affecting the 
judiciary in given countries can be 
properly dealt with, discussed and 
possibly solved.  

Approaches in Regional Groups 
can be different. So, for instance, the 
EAJ has established since many 
years an ad hoc Working Party, 
whereas in the African Group’s 
meetings each and any delegation is 
called to submit an oral report on the 
situation of the Judiciary in that 
particular Country. The same is true 
for the Ibero-American Group, 
whereas the ANAO Group is 
managing to keep contact among its 
members through web-based 
meetings. I am pleased to have the 
opportunity to participate in each of 
these initiatives, trying in this way to 
do my best to strengthen the unity of  

N E W S L E T T E R  

our Organisation.  

 Our next meeting in Barcelona will offer us the opportunity to successfully 
go on with our initiatives. The four Study Commissions will be called to deepen 
some very interesting issues: therefore I am calling you to send your national reports 
timely, in order to allow the Presidents of the Commissions to properly organise 
their works and to prepare exhaustive final reports. 2015 is also the first year in 
which the so called “monitoring procedure” takes place. I allow myself therefore to 
invite you to send your replies as soon as possible, so to allow the special 
Commission presided over by IAJ’s Vice President José Manuel Igreja Matos to 
timely proceed in its delicate activities.  

 I am whishing you an excellent work in your respective Courts and 
Countries, looking forward to seeing you very soon! 

 Cristina Crespo 
* * * 

 
A few words from the Secretary-General 

Dear Colleagues, 
We are resuming the initiative of our newsletter. We apologise if in this issue we could not 
treat of all the initiatives the IAJ has been engaged in during this last year. In the next issue 
we’ll try to cover the works of our Regional Groups during this springtime. Therefore, as usual, 
we are asking for your kind and precious co-operation. 
Kind regards, 
Giacomo Oberto 
Secretary-General of the IAJ  
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ORGANISATION CHART 

President First Vice-President 

PRESIDENCY COMMITTEE  

Mr. Gerhard REISSNER, 
President of the district court of 
Floridsdorf, Vienna (Austria) 
 

Vice-Presidents 

Mr. Rafael DE MENEZES 
(Brazil), President of the Asian, 
North American and Oceanian 
Regional Group of the IAJ 

Mr. Cagney John MUSI (South 
Africa), President of the African 
Regional Group of the IAJ 

Mr. Duro SESSA (Croatia) 

Mr. Tony PAGONE (Australia), 
President of the Asian, North 
American and Oceanian - 
Regional Group of the IAJ 

Honorary President Secretary-General 

Mr. José Manuel IGREJA 
MATOS (Portugal) 
 

Mr. Giacomo OBERTO, Judge 
of the first instance Court of Tu-
rin (Italy) 

Ms. Cristina CRESPO (Uruguay) Mr. Christophe REGNARD 
(France) – President of the 
European Association of Judges 
- Regional Group of the IAJ 
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Deputy Secretaries General 

Mr. Lucio ASCHETTINO, 
Judge, Member of the High 
Council for the Judiciary (Italy) 

Mr. Galileo D’AGOSTINO, 
Judle, Head of Unit at the inter-
national contentious unit of the 
Ministry of Justice (Italy) 

Mr. Raffaele GARGIULO, As-
sistant Judge at the Constitu-
tional Court (Italy) 

First Study Commission 

President: 
Mr. Peter HALL (USA) 

Vice-Presidents: 
Mr. Mehmet TANK (Turkey) 
Mrs. Roslyn ATKINSON (Australia) 
Mr. Thomas STADELMAN (Switzerland)  
 

Secretary: 
Mrs. Virginie DUVAL (France) 

Second Study Commission 

President: 
Mr. Thomas CYR (Canada) 

Vice-Presidents: 
Mr. John EDWARDS (Ireland) 
Mrs. Mette Soegaard VAMMEN (Denmark)  
Mr. Max CARETTE (Belgium) 
 

Third Study Commission 

Vice-Presidents: 
Mrs. Lene SIGVARDT (Denmark) 
Mr. Dieter FREIBURGHAUS (Switzerland)  

Fourth Study Commission 

President: 
Mr Philippe Bron (Belgium) 

Vice-Presidents: 
Ms. Julie DUTIL (Canada) 
Mrs. Rachel BARKAI (Israel) 

President: 
Mr. Charles SIMPSON (USA) 

Secretary: 
Mrs. Carole BESCH (Luxembourg)  
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IAJ Representatives at the UN Headquarter in New York 

Mrs. Joanna SEYBERT, United 
States District Judge (Eastern 
District of New York), Ex-
President of the Asian, North 
American and Oceanian 
Regional Group of the IAJ 

Mrs. Louise MAILHOT, Justice 
of the Court of Appeal of 
Québec, Canada 

IAJ Representatives at the UN seat in Geneva 

Mr. Pierre ZAPPELLI, Justice of 
the Swiss Federal Tribunal 

Mrs. Louise MAILHOT, Justice 
of the Court of Appeal of 
Québec, Canada 

IAJ Representatives at the UN seat in Vienna  

Mr. Gunter WORATSCH, 
Honorary President of the IAJ 

Mr. Ernst MARKEL, Honorary 
President of the IAJ 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 

Dear colleagues 
Please will you send me articles of 
interest and photos to publish in 
the newsletter. 
If your association is planning any 
events of interest or conferences 
please send me this information. 
My e-mail address is 
DDosio@justice.gov.za . 

Editor of the IAJ newsletter 

Dario Dosio 
DDosio@justice.gov.za 

Pourriez-vous, s’il vous plait, m’envoyer les 
photos des évènements qui ont eus lieu dans vos 
pays respectifs, accompagnées d’un bref 
commentaire. 
Le texte peut être rédigé en Français, je me 
chargerais de le traduire en Anglais. 
Veuillez également envoyer à mon adresse e-mail 
les noms des sites Internet de vos différentes 
associations. 
En vous remerciant par avance. 
Cordialement. 
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MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES 

IN FOZ DO IGUAÇU, BRAZIL  
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ASIA, OCEANIA AND NORTH AMERICA 
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CONCLUSIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE  

HELD IN FOZ DO IGUAÇU (BRAZIL) ON 12 TH NOVEMBER, 2014 

ON ENVIRONMEMENTAL LAW  

An historical document: the “Charte de Brasilia”,  
approved by the IAJ’Central Council in 1971 
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MISCELLANEOUS PHOTOS  OF THE IAJ REGIONAL GROU PS 

 Photo of the meeting of the Ibero American Regional Group held in 2015 in Mexico 

Photo of the meeting of the European Association of 
Judges held in 2014 in Cyprus 

Photo of the meeting of the Presidency Committee 
held in 2014 in Rome 
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THE COUNCIL OF HONORARY PRESIDENTS 
 

In the Annual Meeting 2013 of IAJ-UIM held in Yalta/Ukraine the Honorary Presidents tak-
ing part,   Fatoumata Diakite, Jose Maria Bento Company, Maja Tratnik, Sidnei Beneti and 
Günter Woratsch, founded – following a proposal of Sidnei Beneti – a Council of Honorary 
Presidents of IAJ-UIM (CHP). 
The proclaimed aim was to make available the long lasting experiences of the Honorary 
Presidents furthermore. 
Günter Woratsch being the longest time in that position among the presents was elected as 
chairman of the new founded Council. 
The Presidency Committee and the Central Council were informed and accepted the foun-
dation. 
CHP has already started its work. On request of the Presidency Committee an opinion 
about a proposal of a Regional Group concerning an amendment of the Statute was fur-
nished. 
In the Annual Meetin 2014 of IAJ-UIM which took place in Foz do Iguacu the Honorary 
Presidents taking part in the meeting, Fatoumata Diakite, Jose Maria Bento Company, Sid-
nei Beneti, Ernst Markel, Paquerette Girard and Günter Woratsch, confirmed and substan-
tiated the aims and goals of CHP. 
Observing all what is going on CHP is prepared to give opinions and counsels in questions 
touching interests of IAJ-UIM, as – for example – interpretation of Statutes and Regulations 
but also and in particular independence of the Judiciary etc. CHP does not recognize itself 
only as counsellor of  Presidency Committee and Central Council but is open for all mem-
bers of IAJ-UIM for questions and problems in the described field as well. 
Presidency Committee and Central Council were informed about  that and accepted. It also 
was assured to provide during the Meetings of IAJ-UIM  special seats for CHP and – if re-
quested – rooms for sessions. 
CHP can be contacted via the IAJ-UIM Secretariat or in the way of the chairman of CHP 
Hon.President Günter Woratsch (e-mail: <guenter.woratsch@aon.at>). 

 


